WORSHIP SERVICE FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2025
DIVINE SERVICE 3 p. 184
Confession and Absolution

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came LSB 356
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1 The an - gel Ga - bri- el from heav - en came,
2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er thou  shalt be,
3 Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed her head;
4 Of her, Em-man - u - el, the Christ, was born
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With wings as drift - ed snow, with eyes as flame:
All gen - er - a - tions laud and hon - or thee;
“To me be as it pleas - eth God,” she said.
In Beth - le-hem all on a Christ - mas morn,
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“All hail to thee, O low-ly maid -en Mar - Y,

Thy son shall be Em - man-u - el, by seers fore - told,
“My soul shall laud and mag-ni - fy God’s ho - ly name.”
And Chris-tian folk through-out the world will ev - er say:

fH | . . e
[ 1D I I A [ [ I | 1 I I T - |
L :)V I' I | IV i .I. [ 'vii j g i I
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy” Glo - 1i - a!
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy” Glo - ri - a!
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy, Glo - 1i - a!
“Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy.” Glo - ri - al

Text: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924Text and tune: Basque, c. 18th cent.Text and tune: Public domain
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,

C who made heaven and earth.

P Isaid, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and
unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to
Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and
for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge
of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may
come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and
for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the
children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.

Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
C Amen.

Stand
Service of the Word

Kyrie LSB 186
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

@ The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

@ Let us pray.

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may
be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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A - men.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10-17

10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, ''“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as
heaven.” ”But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O
house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? "“Therefore the Lord himself
will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. "He
shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 'SFor before the boy
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. '"The
LoRD will bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father’s house such days as have not come since
the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Gradual responsively read Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.*
Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem.
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;*
righteous and having sal- | vation.
Blessed is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.*
From the house of the Lord we | bless you.

Epistle Romans 1:1-7

'Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised
beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, *concerning his Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh *and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, *through whom we have received grace and apostleship to
bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, %including you who are called
to belong to Jesus Christ,

To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia LSB 190
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Al-le - lu - ja. Alle-lu - ia Alle-lu - ia
Proper Matthew 1:23a
Alleluia. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel. Alleluia.
Alleluia LSB 190
Ay J S EEsEsE
P eels o 4 72
PY) — T I ~
Al-le - lu - ida. Alle-lu - ija. Alde-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18-25

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

8Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. '?And her husband Joseph, being
a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. °But as he considered these things,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary
as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 'She will bear a son, and you shall call
his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” >*All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken by the prophet:

2«Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”



(which means, God with us). **When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him:
he took his wife, >’but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed
C 1believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit



Offering (During Hymn)

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357
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4 O come, Thou Branch of Jes - se’s tree, Free them from
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ex - ile here Un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
knowl - edge show, And teach us in her ways to go.
give the Law In cloud and maj - es - ty and awe.
pow'’r to save, And give them vic - t'ry o’er the grave.
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Shall come to thee, (0] Is - ra - el

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KéIn; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: French, 15th cent.Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
C Amen.

Stand



Offertory

LSB 192
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal -va -
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.

Prayer of the Church

p
C

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For all pastors, that they may faithfully preach and teach the Gospel; for the hearts of young men to be
opened to hear and heed the Lord’s call to His ministry; and for all church workers in their various
vocations, that they may serve us well in God’s name, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For faith and humility to receive the virgin-born Son of God in the signs where He is promised to be found:
His Holy Word and Sacraments, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For fathers, that like Joseph, they may be honorable and just men; that God would give them wisdom,
patience, pride of duty and, above all, faith and loyalty to His Word; and that, knowing the heavenly
Father’s true Guardianship, they may head their households with godly forbearance, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For our nation and its rulers, that the Lord would bear patiently with this land despite its tiresome flattery
and unbelief; that God would clear away all empty shows of piety; and that He would renew genuine faith
in the Virgin’s Son, that His return may not be a sign against us, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For healing for the sick, relief to the suffering, peace to the dying and comfort to those who mourn,
[especially and those we name in our hearts, | that they would be sustained in all adversity
and given patience and courage as they await the unfolding of the Lord’s healing grace, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all who eat today this feast of joy, that in the Savior’s body and blood we may be granted a blessed
foretaste of the feast to come for the strengthening of our faith and the growth of our love, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.



P Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, who is the Dayspring
from on high and the splendor of light everlasting. By His coming in the flesh and by His blessed Word,
enlighten our hearts with the Gospel, enlighten the hearts of those who sit in the darkness of unbelief with
the light of saving faith, and enlighten those who dwell in the shadow of death with the certain hope of the
resurrection through Him. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we may
always confess Him and remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last Day; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface LSB 194
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It is meet and right so to do.

P Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist
prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 195
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
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(P Our Father who art in heav - en, hal - low - ed be Thy name,
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Thy king - dom come, Thy will be done on earth as it

is in heav - en; give us this day our dai - ly bread;
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The Words of Our Lord
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() Our Lord Je-sus Christ, on the night when He was be- trayed, took bread,
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dis-ci-ples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+bod -y, which is giv-enforyou.
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He took the cup after sup-per, and when He had giv-en thanks, He gave it
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to them, say - ing: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
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My I blood, which is shed for you for the for-give-ness of sins.
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This do, as often as you drink it, in re-mem-brance of Me.”
Pax Domini
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sit
Distribution

Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord LSB 352
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1 Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has tu - ly
2 What the Fa - thers most de - sired, What the proph - ets’
3 A - bram’s prom - ised great re - ward, Zi - on’s help - er,
4 As Your com - ing was in peace, Qui - et, full of
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kept His word And at last to us did send
heart in - spired, What they longed for man - ya year,
Ja - cob’s Lord— Him of two - fold race be - hold—
gen - tle - ness, Let the same mind dwell in me
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Christ, the sin - ner’s help and friend.
Stands ful - filled in glo Iy here.
Tru - ly came, as long fore - told.
Which  is Yours e - ter nal - ly.

5  Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith,
Safely kept through life and death.

6  Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
I with joy will see Your face,

Freely ransomed by Your grace.
Text: Heinrich Held, 1620-59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter
Text and tune: Public domain
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Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love LSB 900
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1 Je - sus! Name of won-drous love, Name all

I
oth - er names a-bove,

2 Je - sus! Name de - creed of old, To the maid-en moth-er told,
3 Je - sus! Name of price-less worth To the fall - en of the earth
4 Je - sus! Name of mer -cy mild, Giv - en to the ho - ly Child
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Un - to which must ev-’ry knee Bow in deep hu-mil -i - ty.
Kneel-ing in  her low-ly cell, By the an-gel Ga-bri -el
For the prom - ise that it gave, “Je - sus shall His peo-ple save.”
When the cup of hu-man woe First He tast-ed here be-low.
5  Jesus! Only name that’s giv’'n

Under all the mighty heav’n
Whereby those to sin enslaved
Burst their fetters and are saved.

Jesus! Name of wondrous love,
Human name of God above;
Pleading only this, we flee
Helpless, O our God, to Thee.

Text: William W. How, 1823-97, alt.

Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt.

Text and tune: Public domain
Stand

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
Nunc Dimittis
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it  was in the beginning,
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

A Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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(P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202
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Thanks be to God.
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Benediction LSB 202
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
O Little Town of Bethlehem LSB 361
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10 lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv’n!
4 0 ho - ly Child of Beth-le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.

So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.

O come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-93
Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908
Text and tune: Public domain
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